
"Sri Krsna-bhakti-ratna-prakasa", Fourth Ray of Light:

Text 37

     Someone may ask: "What is the nature of the Supreme Lord's incarnations: the group of incarnations headed by Lord Vasudeva, the group of incarnations headed by Lord Brahma, and the group of incarnations headed by Lord Matsya and Lord Kurma?"

     The answer is given: The Supreme Lord's incarnations may be divided into the following categories:
Bhaga-avatara,
amsa-avatara,
kala-avatara, and
sakty-avesa-avatara.
These incarnations are described in the Sri Krsna-yamala:

     "When the Lord expands half of His personality, the expansion is known as bhaga-avatara.
When the bhaga-avatara expands by half, the expansion is known as amsa-avatara.
The expansion of half of the amsa-avatara is known as kula-avatara,
and the expansion of half of the kula-avatara is known as kala'-avatara.


Text 38

     "Half of the kala-avatara is known as sakti-avatara,
and when half of a sakti enters an individual living entity, the incarnation is known as sakty-avesa-avatara.

In this way there are many incarnations of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, all of them endowed with the Lord's 64 transcendental opulences."





SUMMARY:

Incarnations may be divided into the following categories:

Bhaga-avatara,
amsa-avatara,
kala-avatara, and
sakty-avesa-avatara.


1- svayam-bhagavan
2- bhaga-avatara
3- amsa-avatara
4- kula-avatara
5- kala-avatara
6- sakti-avatara
7- sakty-avesa-avatara
